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Foreign Money Transformed into Helmets

‘i&iﬁﬁi\‘aﬁ%?Eiﬁﬁ'ﬂ!ﬁﬂ%*!@ﬁ%ﬁ% ISR A RE
EIERENTCREY - BERE DT ERE BB AN B R HER
RERES - BES AT AT BRI ME TR DA « tRA
WEMBER - SITSBREMTIEE R  WIERE ITEM AR

&AM B RABRNBE  RF T ELOTCER -

During important rituals, YamifTao men wear silver helmets that have been passed down in
Aheir families; the men also use these silver

helmets at the beach as they pray for an abundant
cateh of fish. As Pongso no Tao (Orchid Island) has no natural silver deposits, it is likely that

Ahe silver came from silver coins. These coins came to Pongso no Tao through Western
merchant ships coming 10 Asia 1o expand their commerce in the 16th and 17th centuries.
\Nhether acquired through trade or through salvaging wrecked ships, the silver coins took on

Yamifao cultural values, as YamiTao people hammered the silver into helmets that
symbolize personal status ‘and embody spiritual power.
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